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This newsletter is part of the Peace & Sports Eogne for “youth warriors” in the Karamoja region
in northeastern Uganda, in northern Kenya and inh&wn Sudan.

Communicating hope to people
By Sara Ketelaar and Meindert Korevaar

The peace and sports programme has been runnisgrfte months. There have been
various peace initiatives; some of them were quitessful. But the organisations of
the Peace and Sports programme were also facinghbienges in this remote area
of Southern Sudan, Northern Kenya and Northern dgaan area where nomadic
groups are migrating continuously in search foravand grazing land.

People suffered for decennia from different coidliérom civil wars to conflicts over
resources to inter communal conflicts whereby eattiding and violence between
youth warriors from different ethnic groups takaqd. These cattle raids have
become more violent due to the proliferation of grone of the remnants of the civil
war. Cows and Kalashnikovs are seen abundanthisrarea, the only thing there is
besides a beautiful nature. What a contrast.

~ Human lives are being lost over cows
too often! In cattle raids, youth
= warriors from different ethnic groups
raid cattle from their neighbours
whereby innocent people get injured
or even die. The cows however, are
still alive and have been crossing the
borders of Uganda, Kenya and Sudan
S0 many times going from one owner
to another.

This culture of violence goes beyond cattle raidimgidents. In the second quarter of
the year it resulted in a massacre in Lauro irCtigenga Hills of Southern Sudan,
close to where the peace & sports programme igjbgiplemented. On thé"5of



May 2007, the same day that people in the Netheéslaelebrated the liberation from
World War 1l since 1945, a massacre took placenBdcent lives were lost: 48
innocent women and 6 men. One child was abduct@ticdws and 400 goats were
stolen. This was not a traditional cattle raid adowy to the community involved, but
a politically instigated massacre where borderdassand resources (gold, cement,
grazing land and water) were mentioned as the @auses of the conflict.

Although many challenges remain, we are gratefalckonowledge the peace
initiatives that took place in the first monthstlis new programme that combines
sports with peace. More and more local peopleiggé of the innocent lives being
wasted over cows. This is hopeful, because a mgnthknge needs to come from
within. Representatives of local organisations eimarches have really worked for
peace, facing the challenges that accompany thle efdhe peacemakers.

Some youth warriors received

training in conflict

transformation and are

becoming agents of peace

within their nomadic

community. They aréghting

for peace but with words

instead of Kalashnikovs.

Together they are trying to

influence the so-called spoilers

within their community.

Sometimes these are the

diviners, sometimes-young

warriors heavily armed or

women promoting cattle raiding and seeing it as@nomic income. The “agents of
peace” are trying to strengthen the peacemakeheincommunity, often a chief with
a group of wise elders. There has been impact giwrsmall mediation and
reconciliation efforts and by bringing youth wars@and others together through
sports. But even more importantly bgmmunicating hope to peopMo have been
forced to defend them selves where there was nergment to protect its citizens.

EXAMPLES OF LOCAL CONFLICT DYNAMICS

The mountainous borders of Kenya/Uganda

Local organisations from Kenya and Uganda, LOKADQ urkana-district and
KOPEIN in the Karamoja-cluster, are preparing acpaaeeting between the Dodoth
from Uganda and the Turkana from Kenya. Thievesifbmth sides have been raiding
cattle continuously, spoiling the peace for thearigj. Last week 4 women died in

one of these raids. This happens too often. Coatolia and peace & sports

facilitators are often the first ones to count lesdand victims after a cattle raid as part
of a fact-finding mission and rapid response. THesal peace agents cooperate with
chiefs and elders, trying to identify the spoilansong these nomadic groups who
constantly move in search for water and land. Tepprt facts to different
stakeholders in the area, such as local governafiaials; advocate for justice by
claiming police involvement to search for thesevles or murderers or to compensate




the victims who lost the only thing they have: cpausd advocate for peace, security
and law and order, the main tasks a governmentidipoavide to its citizens.

Organisations such as KOPEIN and LOKADO are mettjdbetween the warring
tribes. KOPEIN cooperates with other stakeholdarish as local authorities. This
local organisation also tries to maintain a diakguth the UPDF, the Ugandan army,
who continues their forced disarmament of paststsahlong this mountainous border
in their attempt to secure the area. Unfortundtalyis not yet a coordinated effort of
all neighbouring countries in this area: Ugandapyeeand Southern Sudan.

The remote Peace Village of Kuron in Southern Sudan

In the very remote Peace Village of Kuron in Sudhe,coordinator and peace &
sports facilitators work for peace as well. Trytodgoring youth warriors together
from hostile communities by using sports as aefgtstrengthening and
empowering people to contribute to the developroéfiteir own communities and
facilitate a forum where warriors can express thegds and difficulties in order to
lobby and advocate for peace and development iarée

In the environment of Kuron it looks

like the clock has stopped ticking for

ages. There is hardly any modern

influence and most natives live their

life close to that of their ancestors.

With the exception, that these days

every herdsman and young boy

carries a Kalasknikov, where their

ancestors used spheres to raid cattle.

The culture of violence and

depreciation of a human life is partly

a result of Sudan's long civil war.

An example of a recent cattle raid

and approach of a member of the Kuron Peace Village, Sudan

Peace & Sports team of Kuron is the following. Tegthieves from villages far from
Kuron (near Kapoeita) raided 45 cattle from thefkben Boma, which also falls

under the programme area. Kuron is apparentlysspiaceful zone! The peace &
sports coordinator for Kuron has been negotiatiity the sub chiefs to recover the
raided animals from the raiders in meetings forertban 3 three weeks. However the
raiders were not complying to the sub chiefs' dedsafhey returned only half of this
number but promised to come back to return the idngaanimals while the sub
chiefs was waiting for all the animals. Unforturiatiie sub chiefs lost patience while
waiting. He already requested for the governmeiitervene for a short-term
recovery of all the animals. This also raises samareness about the functions of a
nation state, among people in a region that neaeagnised a state government since
the creation of men. The coordinator contactedcctdmmissioner of the region, who
encouraged the sub chiefs to continue to negoiidkethe raiders using non-violent
and peaceful means. We are still in this processhaue is hope for a peaceful
outcome.

For the peace & sports programme, there is alwaysiifor improvement and more
support. Financial support, but also moral supsoof great value. Support for the



people in Sudan and the pastoralists on the Sueédtesyan/Uganda border, who are
migrating along mountainous borders in search fatewand grazing land. Some are
even unaware of crossing borders, drawn by thenc

It needs cooperation across borders and acrosments, because changing the
attitude and behaviour of people, in this caselyadrriors, requires a long-term
commitment. A culture of violence, a remnant ofy2ars of war in Southern Sudan,
cannot be easily erased from the minds of peoplEurope some people are coping
with traumas from World War Il after more than Sfays. But that should not mean
we should not act. We should look for differenastgies adjusting to the changing
context and local conflict dynamics continuouslhsalidarity with people in Sudan
and the youth warriors from remote areas, who w@htfive a voice.

A recent report of the International Crisis Groupdicted another war in Sudan soon.
We think this is very pessimistic. Peace in Suddnagile, but let’ssommunicate
hopetogether!

For more information on the Peace & Sports programamnd the participating
organisations, visit IKV Pax Christi’'s websit@Ww.peaceandsports.ojg
Reactions on this newsletter are welcome.

The Peace & Sports programme is run in the Karamagjeon in northern Kenya, northeastern Uganda
and southern Sudan. The programme’s purpose éltece the violence that results from cattle raiding
by youth warriors; it uses sports as means for @eadding, reconciliation and conflict and social
transformation. Six of IKV Pax Christi’s partnerarpicipate in the Peace & Sports programme. In
Sudan, the Catholic Dioceses of Torit (CDOT), etmsrbishop Taban’s Kuron Peace Village
(HTPVK) and Pibor Development Access (PDA) in Bdeed the programme. In Kotido, Uganda the
Kotido Peace Initiative (KOPEIN) is responsible éarrying out the programme; in Kakuma, Kenya
the Lokichoggio Oropoi Kakuma Development OrganarafL OKADO) fulfils this role. Seeds of
Peace Africa (SOPA) International, with office imikbbi, are in charge of overall coordination and
support for the programme in conjunction with S&egelaar and Meindert Korevaar from IKV Pax
Christi Netherlands. Intervida World Alliance (INVWWAom Barcelona, Spain and IKV Pax Christi
Netherlands supported the Peace & Sports programg2@07.



